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This Annual Drinking Water Qual-
ity Report for calendar year 2005 
is designed to inform you about 
your drinking water quality.  
Our goal is to provide you with 
a safe and dependable supply 
of drinking water, and we want 
you to understand the eff orts we 
make to protect your water sup-
ply.  The quality of your drinking 
water must meet state and fed-
eral requirements administered 
by the Virginia Department of 
Health (VDH).

If you want additional informa-
tion about any aspect of your 
drinking water or want to know 
how to participate in decisions 
that may aff ect the quality of 
your drinking water, please con-
tact:
Tony Hounshell, Superintendent 
at 276-223-3322

The times and location of regu-
larly scheduled board meetings 
are as follows:
Council meetings are held the 
2nd and 4th Mondays of each 
month at 7:00 P.M. at the Town 
of Wytheville’s Municipal Offi  ce 
Building.

GENERAL INFORMATION
The sources of drinking water 
(both tap water and bottled wa-
ter) include rivers, lakes, streams,  
ponds, reservoirs, springs, and 
wells.  As water travels over the 
surface of the land or through 
the ground, it dissolves natu-
rally-occurring minerals and, in 
some cases, radioactive mate-
rial, and can pick up substances 
resulting from the presence of 
animals or from human activity.  
Contaminants that may be pres-
ent in source water include:  (1) 
Microbial contaminants, such as 
viruses and bacteria, which may 

come from sewage treatment 
plants, septic systems, agricul-
tural livestock operations, and 
wildlife.  (2) Inorganic contami-
nants, such as salts and metals, 
which can be naturally-occur-
ring or result from urban storm-
water runoff , industrial or do-
mestic wastewater discharges, 
oil and gas production, mining, 
or farming.  (3) Pesticides and 
herbicides, which may come 
from a variety of sources such as 
agriculture, urban stormwater 
runoff , and residential uses.  (4) 
Organic chemical contaminants, 
including synthetic and volatile 
organic chemicals, which are by-
products of industrial processes 
and petroleum production, and 
can also come from gas sta-
tions, urban stormwater runoff , 
and septic systems.  (5) Radio-
active contaminants, which can 
be naturally-occurring or be the 
result of oil and gas production 
and mining activities.  In order to 
ensure that tap water is safe to 
drink, EPA prescribes regulations 
which limit the amount of cer-
tain contaminants in water pro-
vided by public water systems.  
Food and Drug Administration 
regulations establish limits for 
contaminants in bottled water 
which must provide the same 
protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bot-
tled drinking water, may rea-
sonably be expected to contain 
at least small amounts of some 
contaminants.  The presence of 
contaminants does not neces-
sarily indicate that water poses 
a health risk.  More information 
can be obtained by calling the 
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
(800-426-4791).

Some people may be more 
vulnerable to contaminants in 
drinking water than the general 
population. Immuno-compro-
mised persons such as persons 
with cancer undergoing che-
motherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, 
people with HIV/AIDS or other 
immune system disorders, some 
elderly, and infants can be par-
ticularly at risk from infections. 
These people should seek ad-
vice about drinking water from 
their health care providers. EPA/
CDC guidelines on appropriate 
means to lessen the risk of in-
fection by cryptosporidium and 
other microbiological contami-
nants are available from the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline (800-
426-4791).  

SOURCE OF YOUR DRINKING 
WATER

The source of your drinking wa-
ter is surface water from Reed 
Creek.

The Virginia Department of 
Health conducted a source water 
assessment of our system during 
2002. The Creek was determined 
to be of high susceptibility to 
contamination using the crite-
ria developed by the state in its 
approved Source Water Assess-
ment Program.  The assessment 
report consists of maps show-
ing the source water assessment 
area, an inventory of known land 
use activities of concern, and 
documentation of any known 
contamination within the last 5 
years.  The report is available by 
contacting the Water Treatment 
Plant at the phone number or 
address given elsewhere in this 
drinking water quality report.

DEFINITIONS 
Contaminants in your drinking 
water are routinely monitored 
according to Federal and State 
regulations.  The table on the 
next page shows the results of 
our monitoring for the period of 
January 1st to December 31st, 
2005.  In the table and elsewhere 
in this report you will fi nd many 
terms and abbreviations you 
might not be familiar with.  The 
following defi nitions are pro-
vided to help you better under-
stand these terms:

Maximum Contaminant Level, 
or MCL -  the highest level of a 
contaminant that is allowed in 
drinking water.  MCLs are set as 
close to the MCLGs as feasible 
using the best available treat-
ment technology.

Maximum Contaminant Level 
Goal, or MCLG - the level of a con-
taminant in drinking water be-
low which there is no known or 
expected risk to health.  MCLGs 
allow for a margin of safety.

Non-detects (ND) - lab analysis 
indicates that the contaminant 
is not present

Parts per million (ppm) or Milli-
grams per liter (mg/l) - one part 
per million corresponds to one 
minute in two years or a single 
penny in $10,000.

Parts per billion (ppb) or Micro-
grams per liter - one part per bil-
lion corresponds to one minute 
in 2,000 years, or a single penny 
in $10,000,000. 

Parts per trillion (ppt) or Nano-
grams per liter (nanograms/l) - 
one part per trillion corresponds 
to one minute in 2,000,000 
years, or a single penny in 
$10,000,000,000.
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